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Council’s Statement on the Passing of Congressman Elijah Cummings 
 

Ellicott City, MD - The Howard County Council expresses its profound sorrow over the death of 

Congressman Elijah Cummings.   Yesterday, Howard County, the State of Maryland and the nation lost a 

great man, a great leader and a stalwart voice and champion for the rights of all - a leader who stood up for 

good government and took on and challenged threats of all natures to the principles of freedom, justice, 

fundamental fairness, and good government.   

 

Council Chairperson Christiana Mercer Rigby stated that "the Country and the world have suffered a 

tremendous loss with the death of Congressman Cummings who with dignity and grace performed a critical 

role at a pivotal time in our Country."  

 

Council Vice Chairperson Dr. Opel Jones expressed, "Congressman Elijah Cummings was a force and his 

leadership, sensibility and goodness will be tremendously missed.  Prayers for Maya, the entire family and 

everyone who was inspired or impacted by Congressman Elijah Cummings."  

 

Councilperson Deb Jung recognized Congressman Cummings as "a true uniter at a time when our divided 

country needed one most.  He had a strong moral compass and was unafraid to confront injustice.  His 

leadership will be sorely missed." 

 

Councilperson Liz Walsh commented “We have lost a champion.  May he rest in power, rest in peace.” 

 

 As a body, we express our deep condolences to Representative Cummings family and friends.  Congressman 

Cummings leaves behind a legacy and model for effective and honorable leadership for the good of all. 
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